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to	 give	 a	 wider	 overview	 of	 some	 of	 their	 most	 fundamental	 and	
distinctive	concepts.





of	 theology.	 Initially	 encouraged	 to	 read	 the	 bible	 regularly	 by	 his	





















revelation	 of	God	 in	 Jesus	Christ,	 and	 evangelical	 and	 doxological	
in	 intent.	 The	 lectures	 function	 as	 a	 guide	 to	 scripture,	 connecting	
passages	and	themes	together	in	a	presentation	of	the	gospel	of	Christ	
which	is	highly	illuminating	and	deeply	moving.	
The task of dogmatics
The	 task	 of	 biblical	 theology	 in	 general	 is	 to	 faithfully	 interpret	
scripture	 as	 God	 reveals	 himself	 in	 and	 through	 it.	 The	 task	 of	
























it,	 but	without	 pressing	our	 human	understanding	of	 it	 to	 the	 point	
where	it	distorts	the	bible.	We	must	hold together what scripture holds 
together without forcing things into a rationalistic system	 such	 as	
universalism	or	limited	atonement.	Torrance	endeavours	to	follow	the	
whole	course	of	the	biblical	understanding	until	it	comes	to	fulfilment	






is	 the	 way	 in	 which	 it	 habitually	 focuses	 on	 the	 central	 issues,	
whether	of	scripture,	theology	or	any	other	topic	of	debate.	Although	
often	dealing	only	with	 a	particular	 aspect	 of	 theology,	his	 thought	
remains	 characterised	 by	 an	 awareness	 of	 the	 whole,	 directionally	
and	 heuristically	 centred	 on	 the	 scopus	 of	 scripture,	 the	Trinitarian	
revelation	of	God	in	Christ.	The	task	of	delineating	the	truth	of	Christ	
in	 its	 wholeness	 means	 that	 dogmatics	 for	 Torrance	 can	 never	 be	
finalised	 and	must	 remain	 open	 to	 Christ’s	 continued	 disclosure	 to	
faith	and	fuller	comprehension.	
Openness to Christ
It	 is	 thus	 a	 further	 feature	of	Torrance’s	 theology	 that	 in	 indicating	
its	centre	in	Christ	it	leaves	it	open	for	him	to	make	himself	known.	
Dogmatics	may	be	a	faithful	structuring	of	scriptural	doctrine,	but	it	




and	 therefore	 on	 the	 continued	 self-revelation	 of	God	 in	 him.	True	
dogmatics	 for	Torrance	must	accordingly	be	 inherently	evangelical,	





Understanding Torrance and his theological integration
It	 normally	 takes	 time	 to	 understand	 Torrance	 and	 many	 students	
struggled	 to	 comprehend	him	 initially	 until	 they	 began	 to	 learn	 his	
language,	 recognise	 his	 patterns	 of	 thought	 and	 then	 gain	 a	 feel	
for	 his	 theology	 and	 follow	what	 he	was	 saying.	His	 theology	 is	 a	
profound	 integration	 of	 biblical	 interpretation	 and	 the	 classical	
tradition	of	Christian	theology.	It	combines	intimate	familiarity	with	








The	 three	 overlapping	 components	 of	 Torrance’s	 theology	 –	
biblical	 knowledge,	 integrated	 dogmatic	 framework	 and	 directional	
centredness	 on	 Jesus	 Christ	 –	 are	 all	 elements	 integrally	 involved	





for	 the	 whole	 and	 to	 keep	 reading.	 It	 is	 more	 a	 matter	 of	 coming	









FUNDAMENTAL THEMES IN TORRANCE
INCARNATION
Jesus Christ is very God and very man
The	heart	of	Torrance’s	theology	is	that	in	the	incarnation	God	himself,	
God	the	eternal	Son	has	become	man.	He	is	very	God	and	very	man,	














The	fact	that	Jesus	is	one	person,	not	two,	means	that	in his one 
person he is the living union of God and man.	Further,	the	fact	that	the	
incarnation	was	not	a	temporary	event,	that	Jesus	is	man	still,	means	





and	ascension.	 It	means	 that	 Jesus	 in	his	one	divine-human	person,	
inseparable	 from	 his	work,	 constitutes	 our	 salvation.	He	 is	 himself	
our	 salvation	and	hence	 the	significance	of	all	 the	great	 ‘I	AM’s	of	
the	Gospel	of	John,	such	as	‘I am	the	resurrection	and	the	life’.	Hence	





In	 both	 Incarnation	 and	 Atonement	 Torrance	 stresses	 the	 mutual	
importance	and	 inter-dependence	of	revelation	and	reconciliation	 in	
the	life	and	work	of	Christ.	He	has	come	to	make	the	Father	known	
and	 to	 restore	 humanity	 as	 his	 children	 through	 atonement	 and	
reconciliation,	but	at	the	same	time	it	is	only	through	being	brought	
to	 see	 and	 know	 the	 true	 face	 of	 the	 Father	 that	 humanity	 can	 be	
reconciled.	 Throughout	 his	 theology,	 therefore,	 Torrance	 is	 vividly	
aware	of	 the	centrality	of	knowledge	of	God	and	of	 the	 importance	















Law – interim knowledge of God
One	of	the	most	striking	features	of	Torrance’s	doctrine	of	atonement	
is	 his	 concept	 of	 the	 law	 of	 God9	 and	 the	 relation	 between	 it	 and	
atonement,	justification	and	reconciliation.	The	law	is	holy	and	given	
by	 God	 in	 the	 situation	 where	 humanity	 has	 fallen	 and	 no	 longer	









since	 if	we	were	what	we	ought	 to	be	we	would	not	need	law.	It	 is	
given	only	because	there	is	an	existential	severance	between	our	very	
being	and	our	doing	 the	 truth,	and	 the	mere	 fact	of	 law	reveals	 the	
severance,	 reveals	our	 situation	of	 sin	 and	 that	we	cannot	 fulfil	 the	





of	 his	 will,	 to	 control	 society	 and	 help	 prevent	 disintegration	 and	
chaos.











‘expiatory	 sacrifice’14	 which	means	 the	 interruption	 of	 the	 abstract	











justification,	 reconciliation	 and	 redemption.	 He	 also	 understands	
atonement	in	its	integral	relation	to	both	incarnation	and	resurrection.	
Just	 as	 the	 incarnation	 and	 the	 resurrection	 are	 creative	miraculous	
acts	of	unearthly	magnitude	in	which	we	cannot	possibly	understand	
how	 God	 became	 man	 or	 rose	 from	 the	 dead,	 but	 can	 begin	 with	
the	 incarnate	 and	 risen	 Jesus	 in	 his	 reality	 and	 think	 out	 from	 that	
reality	 to	 understand	 something	 of	 the	 meaning	 of	 the	 incarnation	
and	resurrection,	so	the	inner	heart	of	atonement	on	the	cross	remains	
essentially	a	mystery.	It	is	a	profound	act	of	God	we	can	never	plumb,	
in	 which	 he	 took	 sin	 and	 guilt	 on	 himself	 and	 undid	 them	 in	 the	
passion	and	resurrection	of	Jesus.	But	though	we	can	never	understand	
the	 inner	 mystery	 of	 atonement	 or	 have	 theories	 of	 the	 atonement	
as	 such,	 we	may	 start	 from	 the	 accomplished	 reality	 of	 atonement	
and	forgiveness	in	the	death	and	resurrection	of	Christ	and	begin	to	
understand	something	of	their	meaning	and	what	was	involved.
What	 then	 is	Torrance’s	 understanding	 of	 atonement?	One	way	




Jesus Christ in the wholeness of his person and work is himself 
our salvation
The	 fundamental	 fact	 here	 is	 that	 Jesus	 Christ,	 in	 the	 oneness	 of	
his	 divine-human	 person	 and	 the	 inseparability	 from	 his	 person	 of	
his	whole	work	of	 reconciliation	 (from	Bethlehem	 to	Pentecost),	 is	
himself	our	salvation.	So	understood,	Christ	himself	is	our	justification,	














Jesus	 in	his	 life	 and	work	 is	 to	be	 seen	not	only	 as	 the	 act	of	God	
himself	for	our	salvation	but	as	the	act	of	man	in	receiving	salvation.	
The	judgement	of	the	cross	is	not	only	the	judgement	of	God	himself	
on	human	sin,	 it	 is	man	 in	obedient	amen	 to	 the	divine	 judgement.	
Throughout,	Jesus	in	his	person	and	work	is	very	God	and	very	man,	
the	very	act	of	God	and	of	man,	of God as man16	for	our	salvation.
Jesus Christ as the act of God and man in time – the horizontal 
dimension
If	 the	vertical	dimension	 is	 Jesus	Christ	 seen	as	God	coming	down	
from	above	and	man	in	response,	the	horizontal	is	the	same	Jesus	seen	






The unity of the vertical in the hypostatic union, the vertical 
linchpin of salvation
The	union	of	God	and	man	in	 the	one	person	of	Christ	 tells	us	 that	





The unity of the horizontal in the unity of person and work, the 
horizontal linchpin
The	 life	 of	 Jesus	 Christ	 tells	 us	 that	 who	 he	 is	 in	 his	 person	 is	
inseparable	 from	his	work	of	 salvation;	 that	 from	beginning	 to	 end	





The unity of vertical and horizontal in the one-person-in-act of 
Jesus, the double linchpin






The person of Christ can only be understood soteriologically and 
dynamically
In	 reading	 Torrance	 it	 soon	 becomes	 apparent	 that	 he	 understands	
the	person	of	Jesus	Christ	ontologically	(real	God	and	real	man)	and	
dynamically	(God	in	action	and	man	in	action),	never	statically.	The	
incarnation	 is	 the	 beginning	 of	 atonement	 and	 salvation,	 but	 it	 has	
to	be	lived	out	‘with	strong	crying	and	tears’17	throughout	the	life	of	
Christ,	must	 hold	 firm	 in	 the	 fearful	 passion	 and	 judgement	 of	 the	
cross	and	be	finalised	in	resurrection.
Torrance’s	 dynamic	 and	 soteriological	 understanding	 of	
Christology	is	perhaps	seen	most	clearly	in	his	 teaching	on	Christ’s	





which	means	 that	 the	whole	 incarnate	 life	of	 Jesus	and	not	 just	his	
death	and	resurrection	is	of	saving	significance.
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Jesus Christ in his humanity is real revelation, reconciliation and 
righteousness


























with	 the	 risen	Christ	 through	 the	Spirit	we	are	not	 simply	declared	
to	be	righteous	but	 though	sinners	in	ourselves	are	united	to	him	to	
participate	in	his	human	righteousness.
Torrance	 in	Atonement	weaves	 together	 all	 the	 different	 strands	
of	New	Testament	teaching	–	priestly,	sacrificial,	substitutionary	and	
representative,	judicial	and	forensic	–	in	an	integrated	understanding	
of	 the	atonement	as	 justification,	 reconciliation	and	 redemption.	He	
holds	 together	 the	passive	and	active	obedience	of	Jesus	Christ,	 the	
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to	mark	the	launch	of	Atonement: The Person and Work of Christ	
by	T.	F.	Torrance.
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		 On	the	nature	of	dogmatics	see	further	T.	F.	Torrance,	Theology in 
Reconstruction	(London:	SCM	Press,	1965),	chap.	8,	pp.	128–49,	
“The	Place	of	Christology	 in	Biblical	and	Dogmatic	Theology”.	
For	 a	 summary	 of	 Torrance’s	 views	 on	 dogmatics	 see	 T.	 F.	







and	 Order	 Commission	 of	 the	 ecumenical	 movement,	 Torrance	
had	 read	widely	 in	 the	fields	of	biblical	 interpretation	and	word	
study	 (at	New	College	 for	 example	he	had	 taken	all	 the	 classes	
he	could	in	biblical	studies	[Hebrew	and	Greek	and	Old	and	New	
Testament]	 and	 had	 tried	 hard	 to	 be	 allowed	 to	 take	 the	 final	
honours	examinations	in	New	Testament	as	well	as	in	Systematic	
Theology!),	 using	modern	writers	 such	 as	C.	H.	Dodd	or	T.	W.	
Manson	and	in	particular	the	Commentaries	of	Calvin	and	Kittel’s	
multi-volume	Theological Dictionary of the New Testament.
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16	 Cf.	 T.	 F.	 Torrance,	 “The	 Atonement	 and	 the	 Oneness	 of	 the	
Church”	in	Scottish Journal of Theology	7.3	(1954):	250	and	the	
quotation	on	the	same	page	from	F.	W.	Camfield	(reprinted	in	T.	F.	
Torrance,	Conflict and Agreement in the Church,	vol.	1	[London:	
Lutterworth	Press,	1959],	243	f.).
17	 Heb	5:7	KJV.
18	 1	Cor	1:30.
19	 Cf.	Torrance,	Atonement,	69	f.
20	 See	Gal	2:20	KJV	and	on	this	verse	see	Torrance,	Incarnation,	28	
and	footnote.
21	 For	an	outline	of	Torrance’s	account	of	‘Christ’s	faithful	priestly	
mediation’	see	Torrance,	Atonement,	68–72.
22	 Torrance,	Atonement,	127	f.,	222–27.
23	 For	a	summary	of	Torrance’s	teaching	on	Jesus	Christ	as	substitute	
and	representative	and	on	the	relation	between	his	faith	and	ours	
see	Torrance,	Atonement,	lxxii–lxxix.
